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VIA NAMED IBMA 
BOWLER OF THE 

MONTH FOR APRIL

USBC RECEIVES 
APPROVAL FOR 

SPECTATORS AT 2021 
OPEN AND WOMEN’S 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

BOURQUE AGAIN SETS 
EXAMPLE FOR BVL 

COLLECTIONS

The United States Bowling Congress has received approval 
from state and local officials to allow limited specta-
tors at the 2021 USBC Open Championships in Las Vegas 
and 2021 USBC Women’s Championships in Reno, Nevada. The 
Open Championships will be hosted at the South Point 
Bowling Plaza for team competition and the South Point 
Bowling Center for doubles and singles. Each venue has 
been approved for 150 spectators. The Women’s Champion-
ships will be contested at the National Bowling Stadium 
and also is approved for 150 spectators. Staff at the 
venue will consistently monitor occupancy at each loca-
tion and count spectators. All tournament participants 
and spectators will be required to wear face coverings 
while in the host venue.

Despite a challenging environment this season, Phyllis 
Bourque of La Plata, Md., once again set an outstanding 
example when it comes to collecting funds for BVL to 
provide recreational and therapeutic programs and ser-
vices to America’s active duty and veteran service men 
and women. At her home center of AMF Waldorf, Bourque, 
who earlier this season was appointed a director on the 
NCAUSBCA board, presented the association with a grand 
total of $1,090, including donations from the follow-
ing leagues: Thursday Nite Mixed ($238), Friday Friends 
($140), Winky Strine Memorial ($131), Tuesday AM Mixed 
($127), Monday Night Mixers ($101), Hump Day Doubles ($89), 
Inez’s Golden Keglers ($81), Pinefield Mixed ($58), and the 
Sunday Mixed Doubles ($48).

Chris Via of Springfield, Ohio has been selected as the 
April 2021 Bowler of the Month by the International 
Bowling Media Association. Via joined a select group to 
win a major title as his first PBA title by defeating Ja-
kob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 214 to 213 for the 2021 U.S. 
Open championship. The television stepladder finals began 
with fifth-seeded Cristian Azcona, Clermont, Fla., down-
ing fourth-seeded Jason Sterner, Rochester, N.Y., 258 to 
256. Third-seeded Anthony Neuer, Lewisburg, Pa., ousted 
Azcona, 236 to 200. In the semifinal, the second-seeded 
Butturff bested Neuer 257 to 203. Neuer attracted a great 
amount of attention from the sports world and social me-
dia by becoming the first bowler in 30 years and fourth 
overall to convert the 7-10 split on a PBA telecast.

Phyllis Bourque


